JOURNALISM I & 2 :  Day one  ASSIGNMENT

Everybody should work with the person sitting right across from them.

Your job is to tell us who your partner is in less than 200 words.  This can be done, but you have to ask a lot of questions—and THE RIGHT QUESTIONS.

One of the best ways to do it is with an ANECDOTE.  An anecdote is a story from a person’s life that reveals something about their personality or character.  

To get an anecdote, you need to ask questions that get people talking.  To do that:

· Whenever possible, avoid asking questions that can be answered with a YES OR NO

· Instead, try questions like this

· Tell me about a time. . . .

· How did it feel when. . . 

· What was going through your mind . . .

YOUR JOB:  Using an anecdote that illustrates your partner’s personality, write a short (200 –250 word) personality profile.  DUE AT THE BEGINNING OF THE HOUR ON WEDNESDAY.

FIVE THINGS I WANT YOU TO DO WHEN WRITING THIS:

1. Short paragraphs—30-40 words max.

2. Each direct quote is its own paragraph.

3. Cite quotations like this “Quote,” title person said.  (Ex:  “I like food,” teacher Betsy Verwys said).

4. Use active voice verbs.  EXAMPLE:

a. The mailman was run over by a dump truck (THIS IS BAD—PASSIVE VOICE)

b. The dumptruck ran over the mailman. (THIS IS GOOD—ACTIVE VOICE).

c. A simple way to remember this is that in a sentence, the VERB should always refer to the thing doing the action, not the thing having the action done to it.

5. End with a quote.

