Do you understand what the author has written? Does it make sense? Celebrate the fact that your students do understand the writing: The writer successfully carried meaning to his audience. Continue with these questions:

Do you feel as if you’re right there at the ball field, seeing and hearing what’s happening?

Which groups of words showed you w hat the narrator did?

Can you pick one group of words and show me what this baseball player did? Did the author tell you about the narrator’s feelings or did she show you?

Can you give me an example?

Did the writer give us the exact words spoken or thought?

Did the author tell us how the narrator’s body reacted to different feelings?

Did the author use active verb s and pint pictures of what the narrator does?

Did the author use any specific words for sounds?

1. Use active verbs to show what’s happening. (called, stepped, hung, though, swung, raised, pulled, watched, dropped, ran)

2. Use the exact words a character spoke (“Strike two!” the umpire called.)

3. Show the feelings of a character by what he does. (hung his head, heartbeat throbbing in my ears)

4. Paint pictures with specific words or groups of words. (I raised the bat over my shoulder and waiting, I dropped the bat and ran and ran and ran, first base.)

Examples of Show Not Tell: Sentences & Paragraphs

Telling Sentence

It was an unusual cat.

Showing Sentence

With yellow eyes glowing red, long, black fur that stood on end, a mouth full of sharp pointed teeth that emitted a yowl like a tiger, I knew that the small animal before me was no ordinary cat.

Telling Sentence

The pizza was delicious.

Showing Sentences – A showing PARAGRAPH

Mushrooms and pepperoni sausage formed thick layers on top of one another while the white mozzarella cheese bubbled over the bright red tomato sauce. Each time I took a bite I planned it so that I got a taste of every luscious ingredient. My taste buds celebrated every single time! Oooh, so good.
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Whooooosh!  “Strike two!” the umpire called.  I stepped back out of the batter’s box and hung my head.  Just a hit , I thought,  that’s all I want.    I swung the bat a couple of times to loosen up, and took my place again near the plate.  With my heartbeat throbbing in my ears, I raised the bat over my shoulder and waited.  The pitcher pulled back and let the ball fly.  I watched it speed toward me and ….. SMACK!  I dropped the bat and ran and ran and ran and ran.  Safe!  First base. 
I missed the ball again.  It was my second strike.  Disappointed, I stepped away and swing the bat back and forth.  All I wanted was a hit.  I went back to the plate.  I was a little nervous.  My heart beat fast.  I put the bat over my shoulder and waited.  The pitcher threw the ball.  It came toward me really fast and I swung.  I hit it!  I dropped the bat and ran to first base.  I was safe.  
