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This paper covers the Obama-Biden plan for New energy for America plan. It talks about how this is an aggressive plan to try to strongly push for more renewable energy but the year 2023. They want to double the amount of renewable energy we use to try to eliminate greenhouse gases. The problem with this is the only way they can keep people interested is through government subsidies. This is a problem because it not only takes money to install and maintain and source of energy, the government already doesn't have a lot of money. The article also talks about Biomass and Geothermal energy which are some of the other less known sources of renewable energy. Biomass is the use of crops or anything organic as an alternative energy source. The main thing that biomass is looking at right now is the use of corn ethanol instead of regular gasoline to power cars to try to reduce greenhouse gases. Geothermal energy is energy harvested from the core of the earth since the pressure creates a lot of heat. We can drill and harness the energy and use it as an energy source.


I may reference this article a few times since it has a good reference to politics. It is useful by showing how the government is a big backbone to the deployment of renewable energy facilities. I do not thing I will reference the use of Geothermal and Biomass energy because while they are alternative energy sources they don’t completely tie into my paper.
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Destouni, Georgia, and Harry Frank. "Renewable Energy."http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/. Royal 
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This article covers how scientists have taken the time to predict the usage of fossil fuels and renewable energy by 2050. It states that while fossil fuel usage will still be high, the usage of fossil fuels will be diminished by renewable energy. The three main types of renewable energy which include solar power, hydro power, and windmills. They will each contribute to the drop in energy prices by 2050. Also discussed was how the usage of electricity will increase by 125% by 2050, this means that there are going to be more people using electricity so the faster we can drop the prices the better. Also by switching to renewable energy, not only is this cheaper in the long run but it is also better for the environment and the health of others. 


I plan on using this as a reference in my paper to show how the use of renewable energy is suppose to increase but that does not mean the use of fossil fuels will decrease by a large margin. I can use this to support my idea of the government making a stronger approach to renewable energy by showing how much energy we are going to be using in the near future.
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This article talks about the difference between the different types of hydropower. The small scale hydropower is better overall because with a big hydropower plant you have to dam the water and this is bad for the fish. Also a large scale power plant emits carbon which is bad for the environment. A small scale hydropower facility uses the kinetic energy of the water as it passes through a turbine. You do not need to dam the river to generate more power. The article also covers how the department of energy surveyed the US river systems and checked for potential places to place facilities to generate energy and they found a lot of places, over 500,000. We could use these to generate 100 GW or 100,000,000,000 Watts.


This article is good because it explains how there are different types of ways you can obtain hydropower. I will use this to show how this is a cheaper way and more environmentally friendly way to receive energy from the water without having to dam the rivers. This also provides good evidence to show how there are a lot of places in the US that can support small hydropower facilities.
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Levitt, Andrew C., Willett Kempton, Aaron P. Smith, Walt Musial, Jeremy Firestone, Pricing offshore 
wind power, Energy Policy, Volume 39, Issue 10, October 2011, Pages 6408-6421, ISSN 0301- 
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This article discussed how the implementation of offshore windmills could be a big benefit to the United States. Along the shorelines there are records of high wind speeds on average that show if we would install windmills we could see 30-40% growth of electricity powered from wind. This could lower the costs of electricity and reduce the usage of fossil fuels. This article also covers how other countries like the UK and China have and are planning to install more windmills along the coastlines since the coastline is a big source of high wind speeds. This boosts the economy and helps out the country and the environment. The potential amount of money that could be made from the wind-which is free-is very high. Europe stored 1 GW of energy from wind which is worth about $4 billion


I plan on using this article in my paper when I cover wind mills. I plan on comparing other countries use of offshore wind to our own country and how there are studies that show there are several places in the US that have high average wind speeds that would be able to generate a large revenue. This will help support my idea of the government supporting renewable energy. 
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This article first covers how solar energy is a huge source that is practically infinite. It's way larger and cleaner than the other alternative energy sources. Though some people say nuclear energy is a good alternative it provides many downsides to the health of others and the health of the environment. Solar energy does not harm the environment or others the only downside is the cost. Though the installation cost still is costly, this would create more jobs for factories, installation jobs, and maintenance workers. The article goes very in depth on how the money would be spent and who would be paying and receiving the money. It breaks it down to the penny per kilo-watt hour. Then divides the money into the different groups that would be paying and receiving the money which is easily displayed on a chart. It shows how the price the public would pay would be reduced but it would definitely not be free.


I plan on using this article when I discuss the use of solar energy as an alternative source of energy. I can use this article to show how while fossil fuels are limited there are other sources that have far more use and solar power technically has and infinite amount of power it can provide. This article will help show how there are several ways we as a country can switch to renewable energy.
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