Lead-ins 
You are expected to include a variety of quotes in your writing.  Readers should be able to move from your own words to the words you quote from a source without feeling a jolt. Avoid dropping a quotation or summary into the text without warning.  To keep a paper reading smoothly, all quotations must have a lead-in, so pay particular attention to this information:
There are 3 different types of lead-ins:

1. Somebody said lead-in

2. Blended lead-in

3. Sentence lead-in

The lead-in links the quotation to what surrounds it in the context of the paper.  If a quote is just dropped in to a sentence without a proper lead-in, it is you a - you guessed it - a dropped quote.

Here is an example of a dropped quote (DO NOT DO THIS): 

Although the bald eagle is still listed as an endangered species, its ever-increasing population is very encouraging.  “The bald eagle seems to have stabilized its population, at the very least, almost everywhere” (Sheppard n.pag.).

Instead do this:

Although “the bald eagle seems to have stabilized its population,” it is still listed as an endangered species (Sheppard 96).

Dropped quote (DO NOT DO THIS):

There has been a de-emphasis in the importance of grammar instruction in the modern classroom.  “Many teachers seem to believe rules stifle spontaneity” (Agee 10).

Instead do this:

Because “many teachers seem to believe rules stifle spontaneity,” there has been a de-emphasis in the importance of grammar instruction in the modern classroom (Agee 10).

Lead-in Explanations

Somebody said lead-in:  This type of lead in is most frequently used.  It is the weakest lead-in so it does not need to be overused.  The author’s name is used to introduce the quote.

Example:  Jane M. Agee comments, “Many students who would not have attempted college even seven years ago are not coming into universities through junior colleges” (10).

Blended lead-in:  This type of lead-in provides flexibility to the writer.  The writer chooses the part of the quote necessary for his paper and blends it smoothly into the rest of the sentence.

A comma before the quotation is not needed unless the structure of the sentence normally calls for one.  The sentence must, however, read as a complete statement, without being awkward.

Capitalization and punctuation of the original quotation may be changed to fit the grammatical structure of your sentences.

Example:  State universities are serving a broader student population than ever before by admitting students from junior colleges and through “special remedial programs where students who do not meet entrance requirements are admitted on probation” (Agee 10).
Sentence lead-in:  This is an effective lead-in where the sentence prior to the quote leads directly to the following sentence.  It is almost an introduction to the quote.

This lead in is followed by a colon.

Example:  Agee insists that English instruction on the college level will not be improved until educations examine the situation realistically:  “Public school teachers, professors of English Education, students, and state leaders need to sit down together and evaluate the current realities before any real progress can be made” (10).

Something to remember ………….

· Do not use the author’s name as a possessive and then make reference with a personal pronoun

NOT THIS:  In Steinbeck’s novel, he says, “There grew up governments in the world, with leaders, with elders” (266).

BUT THIS:  In the Grapes of Wrath, Steinbeck comments, “There grew up governments in the world, with leaders, with elders” (266).

